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About the typeface

LNT Takje is an ode to woodiness and a monument to all trees ever 
felled. It is a typeface inspired by nineteenth century examples, 
constructed out of tree branches, drawn in a style of woodcuts. As 
a revival and an experiment at the same time, it’s here to bring 
playfulness into today’s typographic designs. 

LNT Takje started as an experiment to revive a group of typefaces  
called ‘Rustic’, found in 19th century type specimens. I first 
stumbled upon this design in a type specimen of Tetterode (later  
known as Lettergieterij Amsterdam) from 1952-1860.1 The named 
specimen fascinated me, because it was a composite of type speci- 
mens, showing the mergers and moves of the type foundry. One could 
also see the traces of the trade in it: some pages were also 
cropped and cut out to use as examples for buyers. 
Upon research I found out that the original ‘Rustic’ designs first 
appeared in the 1845 type specimens of the V. & J. Figgins foundry,  
based in London. According to type historian Nicolete Gray, even 
though the tree-trunk letters were popular in lettering designs, 
they were not particularly successful as metal type, and they faded  
from the catalogs after a few decades.2 
My infatuation with the ‘Rustic’ came from, one the one hand, from 
the ambiguous relationship to tree-others it illustrates, and on 
the other hand it’s strange, quirky shapes and design solutions. 
The original designs came in various sizes, with or without drop 
shadows. The refinement of the shading and the complexity of the 
letter-shapes varied according to the size. In my digital interpre-
tation I set out to create a variant that would serve the contempo-
rary designer’s needs. I adjusted the letter-shapes to establish a 
consistency in width, weight and design, so the typeface is legible 
even for longer texts. I chose a shading technique works on sizes 
from small to large. Takjes is an invitation for a dance to curious 
designers of books, posters, packaging and visual identities.

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
1. N. Tetterode Amsterdam, N. Tetterode Rotterdam & De Passe & 
Menne Amsterdam (1852-1860)  Letterproef, Tetterode, Amsterdam, 
etc. 

2. Nicolete Gray (1975) Nineteenth Century Ornamented Types &  
Title Pages. Faber and Faber, London.
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Punctuation,
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Currency

Superscript,

Fractions,

Ordinals
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Technicalities

Styles

Special

File formats

Available
licenses

Credits

LNT Takje Carved Carved
LNT Takje Line Line
LNT Takje Dark Dark

May be used as layer color font
(manual alingment)

otf
woff, woff2

Desktop License, Web License,
App & Game License, E-book License.

Please note that not all of the 
license types are available via the 
website. If your license necessities 
do not correspond with the options 
online, please get in touch via 
libraryofnarrativetypes@gmail.com.

Design: Nóra Békés
Production borders: Géza Sipos
Type specimen: Nóra Békés
Type specimen example texts from: 
Henry David Thoreau (1906) “The 
Succession Of Forest Trees” in: 
Excursions and Poems. Houghton Mifflin 
and Company, Boston.
Images: Nóra Békés

Abenaki, Afaan Oromo, Afar, Afrikaans, 
Albanian, Alsatian, Amis, Anuta, 
Aragonese, Aranese, Arrernte, 
Arvanitic, Asturian, Aymara, Basque, 
Bikol, Bislama, Breton, Cape Verdean, 
Catalan, Cebuano, Chamorro, Chavacano, 
Chickasaw, Cofan, Corsican, Danish, 
Dawan, Delaware, Dholuo, Drehu, Dutch, 
English, Estonian, Faroese, Fijian, 
Filipino, Finnish, Folkspraak, French, 
Frisian, Friulian, Galician, Genoese, 
German, Gooniyandi, Greenlandic, 
Guadeloupean, Gwichin, Haitian 
Creole, Han, Hiligaynon, Hopi, 
Hungarian, Icelandic, Ido, Ilocano, 
Indonesian, Interglossa, Interlingua, 
Irish, Italian, Jamaican, Javanese, 
Jerriais, Kala Lagaw Ya, Kapampangan, 
Kaqchikel, Kikongo, Kinyarwanda, 
Kiribati, Kirundi, Klingon, Latin, 
Latino Sine, Lojban, Lombard, Low 
Saxon, Luxembourgish, Makhuwa, 
Malay, Manx, Marquesan, Meriam Mir, 
Mohawk, Montagnais, Murrinhpatha, 
Nagamese Creole, Ndebele, Neapolitan, 
Ngiyambaa, Norwegian, Novial, 
Occidental, Occitan, Oshiwambo, 
Palauan, Papiamento, Piedmontese, 
Portuguese, Potawatomi, Qeqchi, 
Quechua, Rarotongan, Romansh, 
Rotokas, Sami Southern, Samoan, 
Sango, Saramaccan, Sardinian, Scottish 
Gaelic, Seri, Seychellois, Shawnee, 
Shona, Sicilian, Slovio, Somali, 
Sotho Northern, Sotho Southern, 
Spanish, Sranan, Sundanese, Swahili, 
Swazi, Swedish, Tagalog, Tetum, Tok 
Pisin, Tokelauan, Tshiluba, Tsonga, 
Tswana, Tumbuka, Tzotzil, Ukrainian, 
Uzbek, Venetian, Volapuk, Voro, 
Walloon, Waraywaray, Warlpiri, Wayuu, 
Wikmungkan, Wiradjuri, Xhosa, Yapese, 
Yindjibarndi, Zapotec, Zulu, Zuni

Language 
support
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FORESTS
HABITAT
RECOVER

LNT Takje Carved

180 pt
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Very thin membrane   
Hypersensitiveness 
A mysterious origin 
Consciencestricken
the seed is transported
an insect's wing, grows
the agency of the wind,

LNT Takje Carved

72 pt

60 pt
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“When you cut down an oak 
wood, a pine wood will not at 
once spring up there unless 
there are, or have been quite 
recently, seed-bearing pines”

“In all the pines, a very thin membrane, 
in appearance much like an insect's 
wing, grows over and around the seed, 
and independent of it, while the latter 
is being developed within its base. ”

LNT Takje Carved

48 pt

36 pt
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' But especially, in the winter, the extent to which this 
transportation and planting of nuts is carried on is made 
apparent by the snow. In almost every wood, you will 
see where the red or gray squirrels have pawed down 
through the snow in a hundred places, sometimes two 
feet deep, and almost always directly to a nut or a pine 
cone, as directly as if they had started from it and bored 
upward,—which you and I could not have done. It would 
be difficult for us to find one before the snow falls. 
Commonly, no doubt, they had deposited them there in 
the fall. You wonder if they remember the localities, or 
discover them by the scent. The red squirrel commonly 
has its winter abode in the earth under a thicket of ever-
greens, frequently under a small clump of evergreens in 
the midst of a deciduous wood. If there are any nut trees 
which still retain their nuts standing at a distance with-
out the wood, their paths often lead 196 directly to and 
from them. We therefore need not suppose an oak stand-
ing here and there in the wood in order to seed it, ...'

‹But when you cut off a lot of hard wood, very often the 
little pines mixed with it have a similar start, for the 
squirrels have carried off the nuts to the pines, and not 
to the more open wood, and they commonly make pretty 
clean work of it; and moreover, if the wood was old, the 
sprouts will be feeble or entirely fail; to say nothing 
about the soil being, in a measure, exhausted for this kind 
of crop. If a pine wood is surrounded by a white oak one 
chiefly, white oaks may be expected to succeed when the 
pines are cut. If it is surrounded instead by an edging of 
shrub oaks, then you will probably have a dense shrub 
oak thicket.I have no time to go into details, but will say, 
in a word, that while the wind is conveying the seeds of 
pines into hard woods and open lands, the squirrels and 
other animals are conveying the seeds of oaks and wal-
nuts into the pine woods, and thus the rotation is...›

LNT Takje Carved

24pt

12 pt

18 pt

14 pt

» As for the heavy seeds 
and nuts which are not fur-
nished with wings, the no-
tion is still a very common 
one that, when the trees 
which bear these spring up 
where none of their kind 
were noticed before, they 
have come from seeds... « 

"In this neighborhood, where oaks and 
pines are about equally dispersed, if 
you look through the thickest pine 
wood, even the seemingly unmixed 
pitch pine ones, you will commonly 
detect many little oaks, birches, and 
other hard woods, sprung from seeds 
carried into the thicket by squirrels 
and other animals, and also blown 
thither, but which are overshadowed 
and choked by the pines. The denser 
the evergreen wood, the more likely..."
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╭╮╭╮╯╰━╯╰╭╮╭╮
┃             											          ┃
┗┓														              ┏┛
┏┛													               ┗┓
┃													                      ┃
╰╯╰╯╮╭━╮╭╰╯╰╯

Walden
or Life in  

the Woods

LNT Takje Carved Borders

72 pt
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FORESTS
HABITAT
RECOVER

LNT Takje Line

180 pt
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Very thin membrane   
Hypersensitiveness 
A mysterious origin 
Consciencestricken
the seed is transported
an insect's wing, grows
the agency of the wind,

LNT Takje Line

72 pt

60 pt
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“When you cut down an oak 
wood, a pine wood will not at 
once spring up there unless 
there are, or have been quite 
recently, seed-bearing pines”

“In all the pines, a very thin membrane, 
in appearance much like an insect's 
wing, grows over and around the seed, 
and independent of it, while the latter 
is being developed within its base. ”

LNT Takje Line

48 pt

36 pt
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' But especially, in the winter, the extent to which this 
transportation and planting of nuts is carried on is made 
apparent by the snow. In almost every wood, you will 
see where the red or gray squirrels have pawed down 
through the snow in a hundred places, sometimes two 
feet deep, and almost always directly to a nut or a pine 
cone, as directly as if they had started from it and bored 
upward,—which you and I could not have done. It would 
be difficult for us to find one before the snow falls. 
Commonly, no doubt, they had deposited them there in 
the fall. You wonder if they remember the localities, or 
discover them by the scent. The red squirrel commonly 
has its winter abode in the earth under a thicket of ever-
greens, frequently under a small clump of evergreens in 
the midst of a deciduous wood. If there are any nut trees 
which still retain their nuts standing at a distance with-
out the wood, their paths often lead 196 directly to and 
from them. We therefore need not suppose an oak stand-
ing here and there in the wood in order to seed it, ...'

‹But when you cut off a lot of hard wood, very often the 
little pines mixed with it have a similar start, for the 
squirrels have carried off the nuts to the pines, and not 
to the more open wood, and they commonly make pretty 
clean work of it; and moreover, if the wood was old, the 
sprouts will be feeble or entirely fail; to say nothing 
about the soil being, in a measure, exhausted for this kind 
of crop. If a pine wood is surrounded by a white oak one 
chiefly, white oaks may be expected to succeed when the 
pines are cut. If it is surrounded instead by an edging of 
shrub oaks, then you will probably have a dense shrub 
oak thicket.I have no time to go into details, but will say, 
in a word, that while the wind is conveying the seeds of 
pines into hard woods and open lands, the squirrels and 
other animals are conveying the seeds of oaks and wal-
nuts into the pine woods, and thus the rotation is...›

LNT Takje Line

24 pt

12 pt

18 pt

14 pt

» As for the heavy seeds 
and nuts which are not fur-
nished with wings, the no-
tion is still a very common 
one that, when the trees 
which bear these spring up 
where none of their kind 
were noticed before, they 
have come from seeds... « 

"In this neighborhood, where oaks and 
pines are about equally dispersed, if 
you look through the thickest pine 
wood, even the seemingly unmixed 
pitch pine ones, you will commonly 
detect many little oaks, birches, and 
other hard woods, sprung from seeds 
carried into the thicket by squirrels 
and other animals, and also blown 
thither, but which are overshadowed 
and choked by the pines. The denser 
the evergreen wood, the more likely..."
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┃             											          ┃
┗┓														              ┏┛
┏┛													               ┗┓
┃													                      ┃
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Walden
or Life in 
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LNT Takje Line Borders
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LNT Takje Dark
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Very thin membrane   
Hypersensitiveness 
A mysterious origin 
Consciencestricken
the seed is transported
an insect's wing, grows
the agency of the wind,

LNT Takje Dark

72 pt

60 pt
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“When you cut down an oak 
wood, a pine wood will not at 
once spring up there unless 
there are, or have been quite 
recently, seed-bearing pines”

“In all the pines, a very thin membrane, 
in appearance much like an insect's 
wing, grows over and around the seed, 
and independent of it, while the latter 
is being developed within its base. ”

LNT Takje Dark

48 pt

36 pt
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' But especially, in the winter, the extent to which this 
transportation and planting of nuts is carried on is made 
apparent by the snow. In almost every wood, you will 
see where the red or gray squirrels have pawed down 
through the snow in a hundred places, sometimes two 
feet deep, and almost always directly to a nut or a pine 
cone, as directly as if they had started from it and bored 
upward,—which you and I could not have done. It would 
be difficult for us to find one before the snow falls. 
Commonly, no doubt, they had deposited them there in 
the fall. You wonder if they remember the localities, or 
discover them by the scent. The red squirrel commonly 
has its winter abode in the earth under a thicket of ever-
greens, frequently under a small clump of evergreens in 
the midst of a deciduous wood. If there are any nut trees 
which still retain their nuts standing at a distance with-
out the wood, their paths often lead 196 directly to and 
from them. We therefore need not suppose an oak stand-
ing here and there in the wood in order to seed it, ...'

‹But when you cut off a lot of hard wood, very often the 
little pines mixed with it have a similar start, for the 
squirrels have carried off the nuts to the pines, and not 
to the more open wood, and they commonly make pretty 
clean work of it; and moreover, if the wood was old, the 
sprouts will be feeble or entirely fail; to say nothing 
about the soil being, in a measure, exhausted for this kind 
of crop. If a pine wood is surrounded by a white oak one 
chiefly, white oaks may be expected to succeed when the 
pines are cut. If it is surrounded instead by an edging of 
shrub oaks, then you will probably have a dense shrub 
oak thicket.I have no time to go into details, but will say, 
in a word, that while the wind is conveying the seeds of 
pines into hard woods and open lands, the squirrels and 
other animals are conveying the seeds of oaks and wal-
nuts into the pine woods, and thus the rotation is...›

LNT Takje Dark

24 pt

12 pt

18 pt

14 pt

» As for the heavy seeds 
and nuts which are not fur-
nished with wings, the no-
tion is still a very common 
one that, when the trees 
which bear these spring up 
where none of their kind 
were noticed before, they 
have come from seeds... « 

"In this neighborhood, where oaks and 
pines are about equally dispersed, if 
you look through the thickest pine 
wood, even the seemingly unmixed 
pitch pine ones, you will commonly 
detect many little oaks, birches, and 
other hard woods, sprung from seeds 
carried into the thicket by squirrels 
and other animals, and also blown 
thither, but which are overshadowed 
and choked by the pines. The denser 
the evergreen wood, the more likely..."
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“Ethics of respect  
& attention need 

no stopping point.”

“Ethics of respect  
& attention need 

no stopping point.”

LNT Takje Carved & Dark

72 pt

– Val Plumwood,  

Nature in the Active Voice
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“the full rethink is 
philosophy, whose 

best traditions have 
claimed to hold

everything open to 
question.”

“the full rethink is 
philosophy, whose 

best traditions have 
claimed to hold

everything open to 
question.”

LNT Takje Linr & Dark

72 pt

– Val Plumwood,  

Nature in the Active Voice


